POLI 136a: Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict

Fall 2007 (September 27th – December 11th 2007)

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6:30 – 7:50.  Pepper Canyon Hall (PCYNH) #106
Class website: http://dss.ucsd.edu/~ejhollan/classes.htm

Professor: Ethan J. Hollander




Grader: Justin Gottschalk
Email: ejhollan@ucsd.edu 





jgottschalk@ucsd.edu
Office: Social Science Building (SSB) #341



SSB #328
Office Hours: Thursday 4-6 pm or by appointment

In the world today, war is more likely to occur within states than between them. Civil wars, ethnic unrest, and the often brutal state responses to such occurrences dominate news headlines as well as the scholarly literature in Comparative Politics and International Relations. This class will examine what is perhaps the single most important issue in contemporary world politics in terms of its potential to impact world events and influence global politics — the resurgence of ethnic and intra-national conflict, state-sponsored violence and genocide.
This class will provide a general introduction to the study of nationalism and ethnic conflict. In it, we will touch upon a wide range of cases of ethnic conflict and genocide, including the dissolution of Yugoslavia, the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland, genocide in Rwanda and the Holocaust, and current crises in the Middle East. Of course, with such a wide range of cases, our approach will be largely theoretical — focusing on the underlying causes of such conflicts and the general conditions under which they might be remedied. Thus, a reliable foundation in the study of Comparative Politics (POLI 11 or its equivalent) and a reasonable familiarity with international current events will be very helpful. For catching up on world events, I highly recommend the New York Times (available on-line), the Jim Lehrer New Hour (weekdays at 7pm on KPBS-TV), All Things Considered – NPR News (weekdays at 3:00–5:30 pm on KPBS Radio, 89.5 FM), and The Economist magazine. 

Final grades will be calculated with reference to the following: 

Mid-term exam: 






50%

Final exam:
 





50%

In addition to this, there will be an optional, take-home essay, given during the last week of class. If you choose to do this assignment, I will allow it to count for one-third of your grade, making each of the exams also count for one-third. Doing the take-home assignment, however, can never hurt your grade. If you do poorly on the optional assignment, I will ignore it, and grade your exams at 50% each. None of these assignments will require outside research. 

Most of the assigned reading for the class can be found in the POLI 136a Course Reader (available at: Cal Copy; 3251 Holiday Ct. #103; La Jolla; (858) 452-9949). There will also be a few films (on video reserve at Geisel Library) and a few readings available on e-reserves (http://reserves.ucsd.edu). Unless otherwise noted, all readings should be completed by the dates specified in the schedule of classes.

Within the course reader, you may see sections of a reading bound by arrows (↑↓), o’s, or x’s. Sections between the arrows are required reading. O’s designate optional portions of the reading (that won’t be necessary to pass an exam, but may provide helpful additional information). Sections marked by an x or crossed out may be skipped. 
Note: This syllabus is subject to change. You are responsible for all assignments given in class, regardless of whether they appear in the syllabus. 

Schedule of Classes

Week 0 (September 27): General Introduction.

Subject covered: Sub-optimal outcomes of incrementally rational decisions, or: 

How seemingly sensible behavior can result in a crazy mess. 
Week 1 (October 2 and 4): What is nationalism and where does it come from?
Readings: 
•  Ernest Gellner: “Definitions” from Nations and Nationalism.

•  Horace Miner: “Body Ritual among the Nacirema”
   •  Clifford Geertz: “The Fate of Nationalism” and “Primordial Sentiments”
•  Pierre van den Berghe: “Race and Ethnicity: A Sociobiological Perspective”

•  Michael Howard: “The Wars of the Nations” 
•  Benedict Anderson: Imagined Communities (pp. 33-46)

Week 2 (October 9 and 11): The Dissolution of Yugoslavia.
•  John Stoessinger: “From Sarajevo to Kosovo” (pp. 118-138, 151-153)
•  Radha Kumar: “The Troubled History of Partition”

•  James Lyon: “Will Bosnia Survive Dayton?”

•  “Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation”. A six-part documentary (1 hour each part). We will watch Part 2 in class. But the whole documentary (on video reserves) is optional and highly recommended. 
Week 3 (October 16 and 18): The Causes of Ethnic Conflict.
•  V.P. Gagnon Jr.: “Ethnic Nationalism and International Conflict”

•  James Fearon: “Ethnic War as a Commitment Problem” 
•  Katherine Verdery: “Nationalism and National Sentiment in Post-Socialist Romania” 

Week 4 (October 23 and 25): Rwanda and the Construction of Ethnic Identity.

•  Alan J. Kuperman.: “Rwanda in Retrospect”

•  Lyn S. Graybill: “Ten Years After, Rwanda Tries Reconciliation”

•  Scott Straus: The Order of Genocide (pp. 17-33, 41).

•  Joane Nagel: “Constructing Ethnicity” (pp. 57-64).

•  Daniel Posner: “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas Are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi”

•  Weber, Lauren: “Rwanda’s Hard Recovery” (optional, but short)

Week 5: Mid-term week. 
October 30:  Finish issues from Week 4; General Review.

Reading: Jalali & Lipset: “Racial and Ethnic Conflicts: A Global Perspective”

November 1:  MID-TERM EXAM (in class).
Week 6 (November 6 and 8): Micro-level causes of political violence. 

Why do individuals commit violence on behalf of the state?

November 6:  The Browning-Goldhagen debate. 

Readings from Ordinary Men (Browning) and Hitler’s Willing Executioners (Goldhagen).

November 8:  Stanley Milgram’s documentary: “Obedience” (In-class.)

Weeks 7 and 8 (November 13, 15 & 20): Northern Ireland, a ‘cured’ conflict.
Can political institutions and constitutional design contain ethnic violence?

The Troubles in Northern Ireland

•  Richard Rose: “Northern Ireland: The Irreducible Conflict”

•  Deaglán de Bréadun: “Northern Ireland: An End to the Troubles?”

Power-Sharing or Power-Dividing?

•  Lijphart: “The Power-Sharing Approach”

•  Roeder & Rothchild: Sustainable Peace (pp. 36-67).
•  Horowitz: “Ethnic Conflict Management for Policymakers”

•  Lijphart: Democracy in Plural Societies (pp. 1-52, optional).
Week 9 (November 27 and 29): What to do if (and after) institutional solutions fail.

       November 27: To intervene or not to intervene?


•  Russett & Sutterlin: “The U.N. in a New World Order”


•  Mandelbaum: “The Reluctance to Intervene”


•  Luttwak: “Give War a Chance”

       November 29: Justice or Reconciliation? 


•  Hartwell: “The Concept of Justice in the Early Post-Conflict Transitional Period”


•  Hadden: “Punishment, Amnesty and Truth”


•  Axelrod: “Trench Warfare” from The Evolution of Cooperation.

Week 10 (December 4 and 6): TBA.

The last few sessions will be used to discuss current conflicts around the globe. There’s little sense assigning the readings now, since developments (good or bad) will likely change the major issues between now and then. Conflicts in Darfur, the Middle-East, or Chechnya are likely topics of discussion. Further readings will be found on e-reserves; however, I have already placed readings on a few of the more likely topics (Israel-Palestine; India-Pakistan; Darfur; Iraq) in your course reader. 
December 11:  FINAL EXAM  (7:00pm).
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