POLI 11: Introduction to Comparative Politics


Mid-term assignment


The provisional government in Iraq has asked for your help in drawing up a democratic constitution for the new government. Obviously, they want representative institutions that will ensure democracy and stability. But they are also concerned with protecting the rights of various ethnic and religious minorities in the country. 

Submit your proposal for Iraq’s new constitution. In addition to your constitution, write a cover letter (2 single-spaced pages or longer) that explains how your constitution addresses their concerns. 

In writing your constitution and cover letter, the following facts about Iraq should come in handy:

Total population: 
24.7 million

65% 
Shi’a-Arab

15%
Sunni-Arab

20% 
Sunni-Kurd

Note: You should do no outside research. The information on this sheet and from class readings and lecture should be sufficient for a successful project. 

Special notice: If you prefer, you may write a constitution for Afghanistan instead of Iraq. Otherwise, the same assignment rules apply. In the case of Afghanistan, the following facts may come in handy: 

Total population: 28.7 million

Ethnic breakdown:

Pashtun: 
45%

Tajik: 

25%

Hazara: 
10%

Uzbek: 
10%

Other: 
            10%



Religious groups:

Sunni Muslims: 
80%

Shi’a Muslims:
15%

Other: 

              5%



