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we have spontaneously done the same thing in easier ones.

This truth is exemplified by the history of the various branches of
knowledge which have successively, in the ascending order of their com-
plication, assumed the character of sciences; and will doubtless receive
fresh confirmation from those of which the final scientific constitution is
yet to come, and which are still abandoned to the uncertainties of vague
and popular discussion. Although several other sciences have emerged
from this state at a comparatively recent date, none now remain in it ex-
cept those which relate to man himself, the most complex and most diffi-
cult subject of study on which the human mind can be engaged.

Concerning the physical nature of man, as an organized being—
though there is still much uncertainty and much controversy, which can
only be terminated by the general acknowledgment and employment of
stricter rules of induction than are commonly recognized —there is, how-
ever, a considerable body of truths which all who have attended to the
subject consider to be fully established; nor is there now any radical im-
perfection in the method observed in the department of science by its
most distinguished modern teachers. But the laws of Mind, and, in even a
greater degree, those of Society, are so far from having attained a similar
state of even partial recognition, that it is still a controversy whether they
are capable of becoming subjects of science in the strict sense of the
term: and among those who are agreed on this point, there reigns the
most irreconcilable diversity on almost every other. Here, therefore, if
anywhere, the principles laid down in the preceding Books may be ex-
pected to be useful.

If, on matters so much the most important with which human intellect
can occupy itself, a more general agreement is ever to exist among
thinkers; if what has been pronounced “the proper study of mankind” is
not destined to remain the only subject which Philosophy can not suc-
ceed in rescuing from Empiricism; the same process through which the
laws of many simpler phenomena have by general acknowledgment been
placed beyond dispute, must be consciously and deliberately applied to
those more difficult inquiries. If there are some subjects on which the re-
sults obtained have finally received the unanimous assent of all who have
attended to the proof, and others on which mankind have not yet been
equally successful; on which the most sagacious minds have occupied
themselves from the earliest date, and have never succeeded in establish-
ing any considerable body of truths, so as to be beyond denial or doubt; it
is by generalizing the methods successfully followed in the former in-
quiries, and adapting them to the latter, that we may hope to remove this
blot on the face of science. The remaining chapters are an endeavor to fa-
cilitate this most desirable object.

§ 2. In attempting this, I am not unmindful how little can be fow o™
done toward it in a mere treatise on Logic, or how vague and un- the back-

ward state

satisfactory all precepts of Method must necessarily appear of the Moral

Sciences

when not practically exemplified in the establishment of a body can be at-

2

sponding art should possess universal, or even general, rules. The phe-
nomena of society might not only be completely dependent on known
causes, but the mode of action of all those causes might be reducible to
laws of considerable simplicity, and yet no two cases might admit of be-
ing treated in precisely the same manner. So great might be the variety of
circumstances on which the results in different cases depend, that the art
might not have a single general precept to give, except that of watching
the circumstances of the particular case, and adapting our measures to the
effects which, according to the principles of the science, result from
those circumstances. But although, in so complicated a class of subjects,
it is impossible to lay down practical maxims of universal application, it
does not follow that the phenomena do not conform to universal laws.

§ 2. All phenomena of society are phenomena of human na- Of bt
ture, generated by the action of outward circumstances upon ¢l Science
masses of human beings; and if, therefore, the phenomena of hu-
man thought, feeling, and action are subject to fixed laws, the phenomena
of society can not but conform to fixed laws, the consequence of the pre-
ceding. There is, indeed, no hope that these laws, though our knowledge
of them were as certain and as complete as it is in astronomy, would en-
able us to predict the history of society, like that of the celestial appear-
ances, for thousands of years to come. But the difference of certainty is
not in the laws themselves, it is in the data to which these laws are to be
applied. In astronomy the causes influencing the result are few, and
change little, and that little according to known laws; we can ascertain
what they are now, and thence determine what they will be at any epoch
of a distant future. The data, therefore, in astronomy are as certain as the
laws themselves. The circumstances, on the contrary, which influence the
condition and progress of society are innumerable, and perpetually
changing; and though they all change in obedience to causes, and there-
fore to laws, the multitude of the causes is so great as to defy our limited
powers of calculation. Not to say that the impossibility of applying pre-
cise numbers to facts of such a description would set an impassable limit
to the possibility of calculating them beforehand, even if the powers of
the human intellect were otherwise adequate to the task.

But, as before remarked, an amount of knowledge quite insufficient for
prediction, may be most valuable for guidance. The science of society
would have attained a very high point of perfection if it enabled us, in
any given condition of social affairs, in the condition, for instance, of Eu-
rope or any European country at the present time, to understand by what
causes it had, in any and every particular, been made what it was;
whether it was tending to any, and to what, changes; what effects each
feature of its existing state was likely to produce in the future; and by
what means any of those effects might be prevented, modified, or accel-
erated, or a different class of effects superinduced. There is nothing
chimerical in the hope that general laws, sufficient to enable us to answer
these various questions for any country or time with the individual cir-
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termines itself; that our volitions are not, properly speaking, the effects of
causes, or at least have no causes which they uniformly and implicitly
obey.

I have already made it sufficiently apparent that the former of these
opinions is that which I consider the true one; but the misleading terms in
which it is often expressed, and the indistinct manner in which it is usu-
ally apprehended, have both obstructed its reception, and perverted its in-
fluence when received. The metaphysical theory of free-will, as held by
philosophers (for the practical feeling of it, common in a greater or less
degree to all mankind, is in no way inconsistent with the contrary the-
ory), was invented because the supposed alternative of admitting human
actions to be necessary was deemed inconsistent with every one’s in-
stinctive consciousness, as well as humiliating to the pride and even de-
grading to the moral nature of man. Nor do I deny that the doctrine, as
sometimes held, is open to these imputations; for the misapprehension in
which I shall be able to show that they originate, unfortunately is not
confined to the opponents of the doctrine, but is participated in by many,
perhaps we might say by most, of its supporters.

§ 2. Correctly conceived, the doctrine called Philosophical [t
Necessity is simply this: that, given the motives which are monly

called

present to an E&Sacm_‘m.am:a, and given :w.mcimm. the o:mwmoﬂﬁ Philosophi-

and disposition of the individual, the manner in which he will act sity. in what
might be unerringly inferred; that if we knew the person thor- “"*"*

oughly, and knew all the inducements which are acting upon him, we
could foretell his conduct with as much certainty as we can predict any
physical event. This proposition I take to be a mere interpretation of uni-
versal experience, a statement in words of what every one is internally
convinced of. No one who believed that he knew thoroughly the circum-
stances of any case, and the characters of the different persons con-
cerned, would hesitate to foretell how all of them would act. Whatever
degree of doubt he may in fact feel, arises from the uncertainty whether
he really knows the circumstances, or the character of some one or other
of the persons, with the degree of accuracy required; but by no means
from thinking that if he did know these things, there could be any uncer-
tainty what the conduct would be. Nor does this full assurance conflict in
the smallest degree with what is called our feeling of freedom. We do not
feel ourselves the less free, because those to whom we are intimately
known are well assured how we shall will to act in a particular case. We
often, on the contrary, regard the doubt what our conduct will be, as a
mark of ignorance of our character, and sometimes even resent it as an
imputation. The religious metaphysicians who have asserted the freedom
of the will, have always maintained it to be consistent with divine fore-
knowledge of our actions: and if with divine, then with any other fore-
knowledge. We may be free, and yet another may have reason to be per-
fectly certain what use we shall make of our freedom. It is not, therefore,
the doctrine that our volitions and actions are invariable consequents of
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sons act or are acted upon in a particular way; since his speculations and his practical arrangements
refer almost exclusively to cases in which the whole community, or some large portion of it, is acted
upon at once, and in which, therefore, what is done or felt by most persons determines the result pro-
duced by or upon the body at large. He can get on well enough with approximate generalizations on
human nature, since what is true approximately of all individuals is true absolutely of all masses.
And even when the operations of individual men have a part to play in his deductions, as when he is
reasoning of kings, or other single rulers, still, as he is providing for indefinite duration, involving an
indefinite succession of such individuals, he must in general both reason and act as if what is true of
most persons were true of all.—A System of Logic, Book 111, ch. 23, §7 (vol. 2, pp. 140f, in the 8th
ed.)

It is no disparagement, therefore, to the science of Human Nature, that
those of its general propositions which descend sufficiently into detail to
serve as a foundation for predicting phenomena in the concrete, are for
the most part only approximately true. But in order to give a genuinely
scientific character to the study, it is indispensable that these approximate
generalizations, which in themselves would amount only to the lowest
kind of empirical laws, should be connected deductively with the laws of
nature from which they result; should be resolved into the properties of
the causes on which the phenomena depend. In other words, the science
of Human Nature may be said to exist in proportion as the approximate
truths, which compose a practical knowledge of mankind, can be exhib-
ited as corollaries from the universal laws of human nature on which they
rest; whereby the proper limits of those approximate truths would be
shown, and we should be enabled to deduce others for any new state of
circumstances, in anticipation of specific experience.

The proposition now stated is the text on which the two succeeding
chapters will furnish the comment.

CHAPTER VI.
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS ON THE SOCIAL SCIENCE.
§ 1. NEXT after the science of individual man comes the sci- A% Socil

Phenomena

ence of man in society—of the actions of collective masses of &subiectof
mankind, and the various phenomena which constitute social
life.

If the formation of individual character is already a complex subject of
study, this subject must be, in appearance at least, still more complex; be-
cause the number of concurrent causes, all exercising more or less influ-
ence on the total effect, is greater, in the proportion in which a nation, or
the species at large, exposes a larger surface to the operation of agents,
psychological and physical, than any single individual. If it was neces-
sary to prove, in opposition to an existing prejudice, that the simpler of
the two is capable of being a subject of science, the prejudice is likely to
be yet stronger against the possibility of giving a scientific character to
the study of Politics, and of the phenomena of Society. It is, accordingly,
but of yesterday that the conception of a political or social science has
existed anywhere but in the mind of here and there an insulated thinker,
generally very ill prepared for its realization: though the subject itself has

13



g

SOLIBSIOAPE IIOU} UOIUYM OMEISIW dwes AIOA U} ‘WA)SAS OYIIUIIOS UMO
1oy 03 uonisoddo ur ‘yruutos £ayJ, 30® 0} [[IM pnoys am moy 3orpard
PInod ‘way) 03 sanIiqndaosns [enjiqey INO PUB ‘SIANIOW JY) MIUY JOAD
-oym Jey ‘pres A[uo pey Aoy J1 uey) Jua3oo a1ow JuIYIoWOos JuedwW Ay}
‘SOATIOW JO d0uB[eq Y} AQ PIUIIAOS SI [[IM U} JBY) PAJIISSe AJY) udym
‘J1 SB {S9sned I19Y) PuB SUONI[OA 9} U9IMIq 1) JOFUOI]S B WONOQ Je 2Iom
1oy} J1 se FuI[e9) ' 9Avy Aay], "paiorpaxd 3ureq jo Ajiqedes pue ‘1op
-10 JOo AjrwIojrun Ing SI SUONOR Ul 9ZIUZ0031 A9y} Yorym AIISSa0au ) 18y}
[99] A[[eniiqey A9y JI uayeISIW YONW We [ “31 MOABSIP SpIom Ul Aewl A9y}
IOAIMOY ‘SUBLIBIISSOOU JSOW JO SPUIL 9} UI A[9INISQO SSI[ IO IOW )SIX
0] 9AQ1[9q [ ‘yangy sy Surzru3odar woiy Aued aysoddo oy syuoaard yorym
‘K31ss900N  TeomydosoIyq po[ed auwoop 9y Jo uondoouodsru Juwes
KIoA 9y, "3 Jo 1y3I1s 9so[ A[renba aonoeid ur prnoys ‘A1oayy [eorydosoqyd
Jey) Jiupe A[[ensn oym ‘SUBLIBIISSIOU ) JBy) ‘SI Jopuom 2y, “sn astud
-InS JOu Ued ‘SpIojje SISATeue jey) yorym Jy3I[ oy} JO juem IOJ Kem IIoy)
SSIW P[NOYS ‘109JJ pue asne)) JO SISA[eUr S.UMOIF pue S owny s309la1
yorym [0oyds a3 Jo Apsow 3ureq ‘suerdisAydelaws [[1m-991) oy} 1By,
"0S SI puIw Jey) uey) ‘A11ssadou £q punoq jou
SI 19w Jey) Aes 0] 1091100 9IOW 3q P[NoMm I "s}09[qo djewueUl JO oNnI)
uay) 1 SI IOYIIAU Jnq ‘SUONOR UBWINY JO ONI) JOU ST QULIOOP Y} ‘AJISSIOIN
PIOM QU UI PIAJOAUL 9Q 0) PAIIPISUOD SI AN B UYoNS J "SJUIPIDAJUR IO}
pue $3993J9 I2UIO [[e JO NI} OS[e SI SIY) Jey) JIWPE pue ‘IdYIIe] 03 pnoys
A3y} Ing "dInjeu IYIOUE JO SI SJUIPAIJUE I} PUB SUOHI[OA UIMIIQ
uone[aI ay) 1ey) SuIAI[eq ur JYSLI AIe ‘91) [BONSAW € AQ WAY) I9)Je $109J
-Jo IIoY} MBIP SOSNELI Jey) YUIY) OYM SOY], “109JJO SIT IOAO 9SNED IS0 Aue
£q pas1oIaxa 2q 03 ‘senuoyne [eowydosoriyd 1saq oy £q ‘pasoddns mou
uors[ndwod SNOLIAISAW Yons Aue SI IOYIIAU Ing 9SIMIOYIO JYSNOoy} am JI
Q0UQ[[90X? JO 21Is9p Ino 0} SurzATered (doueyrodwr o1ow Jo ST jeym) pue
‘opud 1no o3 Sunerruuny 9q pnom 1 pue {(JUIPaJUD MU B ‘PIAIISQO
9q A[9o1eds Spaau 1 ‘3uroq Ysim Jeyl) 0S Op P[NOD M ‘QANOW Y} FunsIs
-2I Jo 19mod ) 9ABY am Jey) 9A0Id 03 PAySIM oM JT JBY) ‘[I9] A\ “OATIOW
remnonred Aue £9qo 03 ‘[[ods [eo1Sewr € AQ se ‘pa[[odwoo jou a1e om eyl
AOUY A\ JUTRIISUOD SNOLIAISAUW SIY) JOU SI AIdY] ‘SUONI[OA INO JO ASBD )
Ur ‘Jeyf} UTBJIQO I8 9A\ “SSUI[AQJ INO S)OASI PUB ‘SSAUSNOIOSUOD INO YIIM
S101JU0D ‘[[is uewny Ay} 03 Jurk[dde se paIspIsSuod ‘yYorym SI 11 SIy} MON
“Juonbasu0o A} I9A0 JUIPIIANUER AY) AQ PISIOIIXD JUIRI)SUOD SNOLIAISAW IO
‘a1 Ie1noad QWoS JO ‘UOIOOUU0D JBWNUL IOW SWOS JO FUI[I) JY} ‘Sure)
-9I uoneursew! ay) ‘sarerpndor UOSLaI 9y} JT USAH "109JJ9 pur Isned Jo jey)
se uorne[al e Jeinoad os I0j uorun Jo puoq uagulns Apuaroyjns e sieadde
UOISS00NS JO AJURISUOD ISUW WOYM 0) M3 dIe I3 ], "douanbas [euonip
-uoduN PuE ‘UTeIIdd ‘I[BLIBAUI JNG UOHESNED UI SUIYIOU ST 1Y) Jey) ‘(99
Aqreonoeld may A1oA pue ‘oadrjeq jou op Auey "SIy} ey} AI0W SUIA[OA
-UI SB POAIOOUOD A[[BSIOATUN JSOUITE SI ‘SIUIPIIIUR II3Y) PULB SUOTI[OA INO
U99M)q SUIUTRIQO SB PAISPISUOD UM ‘UOIIBSNED JO QULIIOOP Y} Ing
*Surpei3op 9q 03 3[9J IO ‘SSAUSNOLOS
-U0d INO AQq PIOIPENUOD IS SI JBY) ‘Ul JO SAIBIS JUOPIIdIUE INO

¢l

-10d 150U1 YRYY MOUY 0 YSnoud A[[eIouss SI JI ‘0I0JOIOY) ‘UBWISAIE)S Y} IO, "SINIUNWIOD JO Jnq ‘SUOS
-10d 9[3urs JO 10U SAUNJIOY Y YIIM SISSBW JO INq ‘S[ENPIAIPUT KIBII[OS JO JOU SUOLIOR O} YIIM PIUIDD
-uo0d Aqrediourd st 9ouaIds siyJ, "£19100s uewny jo 1o ‘soniod Jo 9oualds ay) s1 asay) jo edrourd
QUL "sepmui[nu Jo Ing ‘spenpiarpur jo jou soniadoid oy 0) dje[ax yorym satimbur ay) ur ‘Ajoweu souo
[eSIOATUN “0ud1ds JO sasodind oyy 10j )4 aIe ‘SAsEd [ENPIAIPUT JO 9N JOU I8 AQU) YIIYM Iopun suor
-IPUOd Ay} JO dJ0u Junye} INO oYM UdAd ‘suonisodord jewrxoidde yorym ur osed € ST A1y,

:, UONONpUL,, JO UOISSNOSIP STy woa) a3essed © 0] S19J1 1Y [[TA %

*Sossewt
JO 10NpUO0D ATJOJ[0D pUE ISJOBIRYD Y} JO POWIJe UM UIR)I0 Sul
-9Qq ‘P1O9[as A[QIBRUIILIOSIPUI SSUIOQ UBWINY [ENPIAIPUL JO PIIIOSSE UAYM
9[qeqoad ATuo St yorym ey} ‘ouo 3oBX9 ue 03 Judfearnba sesodind [eonoead
jsowr 10J ‘saunbur [eroos ur ‘st uonezijeroudsd dewrxordde ue . podrew
-0I A[JOWLIOJ oM SV "JUSIOLJNS §7 SIY} 9OUAIDS [e100s pue [eonrjod jo sosod
-Ind 9y IO, "SOUO [BSISATUN 0) Jud[eAInbo are suonisodoid asay ‘3oe pue
“[99F Yury} [[14 ‘suosiad Jo sSe[d JO UOneU SWOS JO IO ‘9dkl uewNy Y} JO
Kyuiolew 1813 9y} MOY MOUY O} JUSAOYJNS ST JI JOASUAYM PUY "ONI} SAem[e
jsowrfe are yorym suonisodoid [e1oua3 pue ‘payLIoA 9q SKem[e 1soulp [[Im
yorym suonorpaid ayew 03 ‘s3095Je yons [[e 01 p1esal yim d[qissod Apuap
-TAQ SI 11 ‘S[enpIAIpUI JO KI0IS1Y Jelnoad 9y 10 UONBZIUBSIO JO SOISBIOUAS
-OIpI 9Y) UO 92ITIP [[BWS B UI A[UO pUB ‘WAY) JO SAIPOq 3Ie[ 0} ISBI[ I8 10
‘puryuBW [[8 0} UOWIWIOD dIB YOIYsm SanI[enb pue saoueIsSwnoID SOy} uo
urew Ay} ur Surpuadop (19y1a3031 uaye) sesned [ented [[e Aq uey) ‘sosned
[e1oua3 Aq 92139p 198213 A[qeredwioour ue Ul ‘sapI} Ayl ONI[ ‘paurl
-I0)op AIB [ONUOD pue JYSISIIO] UBWINY 0} I[qRUIWE JOPUI 0) ddueyrod

-WI JSOW JO ST JT YOIYM S}O9JJO 9SOU) JO AUBW SB ‘IOAIMOY ‘UJonwseu]
-suonisodoid [esioArun umop
Ke[ 1ou ‘suonorpaxd aanisod oyew JSUIIOU P[NOD oM ‘SIASED JUIMIP Ul
oYITe A[os10a1d 19AQ I0U ‘UQAIS [[B JOAQU JIB BIRP AY) SE ‘[[1IS ‘DIDp U2ALS
wo.f ‘youe[d Aue Jo 11910 9Y) 9IJB[NO[ED UBD M SB IOJOBIRYD AUB JJR[NO[Rd
PINOD am JI “SI 18]} “309J10d A[[BO1)OI0QY) 9I9M QINJBU UBWNY JO 9OUILOS
INO JT UJAQ ‘QOUJH “Je[IWIS AJJOBXQ SISBD 0Mm] AUB UI JOAJU I8 A9} 9183
-0133e ayy ur Jey) ‘(eouanyur jo uoniod sy ynoyim 3ureq 91 InoYInoIy}
uosiad oYy 01 pouaddey sey yomym Suryiou) poYISIOAIP pueB SNOISW
-nU 0S ATB IJJOBILYD UBWINY QUIWIIANAP [OIYM SIAOUASE Y} pue :s[enpra
-Ipur 3y} JO SIJOBIBYD Y} JO pUB SIDUBISWNIIID IOy} JO Jnsar jurol ayy
Inq ‘sedur)sWNIID Juasald I1ayy Jo Jnsar oYy K[O[0S jou are sIureq uew
-ny Jo suonoe pue suoissaidwr oy Ing *9q P[NOM SIUSWNUIS IO JONPUOI
SIY ‘SQOUBISWNOID JO suoneulquiod diqesoddns jo Ioquinu I9)ea1s oy
ur ‘Jeym ‘AJurelsod 9[qeIofol Y 3o1paid 0) sased Auewl UI Sn 9[qRUD O}
‘pauruIalop Ik vudwoudyd [elusw yorym Aq sme[ djewinn ay) Jo ysnoud
MOUY MOU UIAD oM “939[dw0d 9q PInod ejep INO ‘[BNPIAIPUL AUB JO 9SBD
9} UI ‘JT JBY) IGNOP oM UBD JOU ¢sIsned uo puadop jou op Sunoe pue ‘3ur
-[99F ‘Sunyury} Jo sopour s, uosIad AT9A9 2SN “IOAIMOY ‘J0U ST ST T, “J0.
10 ‘[99F ‘YuIy [[I4 SSureq uewny yorym ul Jouuew ) 3unoadsar spewt
9q ued ‘onxy A[[esIoArun pue 3s10a1d Yloq SI YoIym ‘UONIISSE OU ‘SIOUE)S
-wnaI1d (Juasald) JO uONBRUIQUIOD UAAIS AUB UI UJAQD ‘Ioyyny ing paderd
9q [[IM S[BNPIAIPUI 9SOY) YOIYM UL SOOUBISWNIILD Y} JO 9[OYM ) 998
-0J0J 10U UBD 9 3SNeddq ATUO I1 dIom ‘AoBINOOE OYNUALOS YIm pajorpaxd



commit in obedience to theirs; and in consequence do really in some in-
stances suffer those depressing consequences which their opponents erro-
neously impute to the doctrine itself.

§ 3.1 am inclined to think that this error is almost wholly an Méppropri,

effect of the associations with a word, and that it would be pre- pemicius
vented, by forbearing to employ, for the expression of the simple term Neces-
fact of causation, so extremely inappropriate a term as Necessity.

That word, in its other acceptations, involves much more than mere uni-
formity of sequence: it implies irresistibleness. Applied to the will, it
only means that, the given cause will be followed by the effect, subject to
all possibilities of counteraction by other causes; but in common use it
stands for the operation of those causes exclusively which are supposed
too powerful to be counteracted at all. When we say that all human ac-
tions take place of necessity, we only mean that they will certainly hap-
pen if nothing prevents; when we say that dying of want, to those who
can not get food, is a necessity, we mean that it will certainly happen
whatever may be done to prevent it. The application of the same term to
the agencies on which human actions depend, as is used to express those
agencies of nature which are really uncontrollable, can not fail, when ha-
bitual, to create a feeling of uncontrollableness in the former also. This,
however, is a mere illusion. There are physical sequences which we call
necessary, as death for want of food or air; there are others which, though
as much cases of causation as the former, are not said to be necessary, as
death from poison, which an antidote, or the use of the stomach-pump,
will sometimes avert. It is apt to be forgotten by people’s feelings, even if
remembered by their understandings, that human actions are in this last
predicament: they are never (except in some cases of mania) ruled by any
one motive with such absolute sway that there is no room for the influ-
ence of any other. The causes, therefore, on which action depends, are
never uncontrollable; and any given effect is only necessary provided
that the causes tending to produce it are not controlled. That whatever
happens, could not have happened otherwise, unless something had taken
place which was capable of preventing it, no one surely needs hesitate to
admit. But to call this by the name Necessity is to use the term in a sense
so different from its primitive and familiar meaning, from that which it
bears in the common occasions of life, as to amount almost to a play
upon words. The associations derived from the ordinary sense of the term
will adhere to it in spite of all we can do; and though the doctrine of Ne-
cessity, as stated by most who hold it, is very remote from fatalism, it is
probable that most necessitarians are fatalists, more or less, in their feel-
ings.

A fatalist believes, or half believes (for nobody is a consistent fatalist),
not only that whatever is about to happen will be the infallible result of
the causes which produce it (which is the true necessitarian doctrine), but
moreover that there is no use in struggling against it; that it will happen,
however we may strive to prevent it. Now, a necessitarian, believing that
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ones may vary from it by a difference that we are not able to foresee or
conjecture. Nevertheless, not only is it certain that these variations de-
pend on causes, and follow their causes by laws of unerring uniformity;
not only, therefore, is tidology a science, like meteorology, but it is, what
hitherto at least meteorology is not, a science largely available in prac-
tice. General laws may be laid down respecting the tides, predictions may
be founded on those laws, and the result will in the main, though often
not with complete accuracy, correspond to the predictions.

And this is what is or ought to be meant by those who speak of sci-
ences which are not exact sciences. Astronomy was once a science, with-
out being an exact science. It could not become exact until not only the
general course of the planetary motions, but the perturbations also, were
accounted for, and referred to their causes. It has become an exact sci-
ence, because its phenomena have been brought under laws comprehend-
ing the whole of the causes by which the phenomena are influenced,
whether in a great or only in a trifling degree, whether in all or only in
some cases, and assigning to each of those causes the share of effect
which really belongs to it. But in the theory of the tides the only laws as
yet accurately ascertained are those of the causes which affect the phe-
nomenon in all cases, and in a considerable degree; while others which
affect it in some cases only, or, if in all, only in a slight degree, have not
been sufficiently ascertained and studied to enable us to lay down their
laws; still less to deduce the completed law of the phenomenon, by com-
pounding the effects of the greater with those of the minor causes. Tidol-
ogy, therefore, is not yet an exact science; not from any inherent incapac-
ity of being so, but from the difficulty of ascertaining with complete pre-
cision the real derivative uniformities. By combining, however, the exact
laws of the greater causes, and of such of the minor ones as are suffi-
ciently known, with such empirical laws or such approximate generaliza-
tions respecting the miscellaneous variations as can be obtained by spe-
cific observation, we can lay down general propositions which will be
true in the main, and on which, with allowance for the degree of their
probable inaccuracy, we may safely ground our expectations and our
conduct.

§ 2. The science of human nature is of this description. It falls Tohat sci-

entific type
far short of the standard of exactness now realized in Astron- the Science

omy; but there is no reason that it should not be as much a sci- %ﬁm w,ﬁ_“q.
ence as Tidology is, or as Astronomy was when its calculations opone
had only mastered the main phenomena, but not the perturbations.

The phenomena with which this science is conversant being the
thoughts, feelings, and actions of human beings, it would have attained
the ideal perfection of a science if it enabled us to foretell how an indi-
vidual would think, feel, or act throughout life, with the same certainty
with which astronomy enables us to predict the places and the occulta-
tions of the heavenly bodies. It needs scarcely be stated that nothing ap-
proaching to this can be done. The actions of individuals could not be
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should not be prevented from forming such a desire by thinking the at-
tainment impracticable, and that if we have the desire, we should know
that the work is not so irrevocably done as to be incapable of being al-
tered.

And indeed, if we examine closely, we shall find that this feeling, of
our being able to modify our own character if we wish, is itself the feel-
ing of moral freedom which we are conscious of. A person feels morally
free who feels that his habits or his temptations are not his masters, but
he theirs; who, even in yielding to them, knows that he could resist; that
were he desirous of altogether throwing them off, there would not be re-
quired for that purpose a stronger desire than he knows himself to be ca-
pable of feeling. It is of course necessary, to render our consciousness of
freedom complete, that we should have succeeded in making our charac-
ter all we have hitherto attempted to make it; for if we have wished and
not attained, we have, to that extent, not power over our own character;
we are not free. Or at least, we must feel that our wish, if not strong
enough to alter our character, is strong enough to conquer our character
when the two are brought into conflict in any particular case of conduct.
And hence it is said with truth, that none but a person of confirmed virtue
is completely free.

The application of so improper a term as Necessity to the doctrine of
cause and effect in the matter of human character, seems to me one of the
most signal instances in philosophy of the abuse of terms, and its practi-
cal consequences one of the most striking examples of the power of lan-
guage over our associations. The subject will never be generally under-
stood until that objectionable term is dropped. The free-will doctrine, by
keeping in view precisely that portion of the truth which the word Neces-
sity puts out of sight, namely the power of the mind to co-operate in the
formation of its own character, has given to its adherents a practical feel-
ing much nearer to the truth than has generally (I believe) existed in the
minds of necessitarians. The latter may have had a stronger sense of the
importance of what human beings can do to shape the characters of one
another; but the free-will doctrine has, I believe, fostered in its supporters
a much stronger spirit of self-culture.

§ 4. There is still one fact which requires to be noticed (in ad- J /v
dition to the existence of a power of self-formation) before the the anticipa-
doctrine of the causation of human actions can be freed from the pleasure or
confusion and misapprehensions which surround it in many e
minds. When the will is said to be determined by motives, a motive does
not mean always, or solely, the anticipation of a pleasure or of a pain. I
shall not here inquire whether it be true that, in the commencement, all
our voluntary actions are mere means consciously employed to obtain
some pleasure or avoid some pain. It is at least certain that we gradually,
through the influence of association, come to desire the means without
thinking of the end; the action itself becomes an object of desire, and is
performed without reference to any motive beyond itself. Thus far, it
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may still be objected that, the action having through association become
pleasurable, we are, as much as before, moved to act by the anticipation
of a pleasure, namely, the pleasure of the action itself. But granting this,
the matter does not end here. As we proceed in the formation of habits,
and become accustomed to will a particular act or a particular course of
conduct because it is pleasurable, we at last continue to will it without
any reference to its being pleasurable. Although, from some change in us
or in our circumstances, we have ceased to find any pleasure in the ac-
tion, or perhaps to anticipate any pleasure as the consequence of it, we
still continue to desire the action, and consequently to do it. In this man-
ner it is that habits of hurtful excess continue to be practiced although
they have ceased to be pleasurable; and in this manner also it is that the
habit of willing to persevere in the course which he has chosen, does not
desert the moral hero, even when the reward, however real, which he
doubtless receives from the consciousness of well-doing, is any thing but
an equivalent for the sufferings he undergoes, or the wishes which he
may have to renounce.

A habit of willing is commonly called a purpose; and among the
causes of our volitions, and of the actions which flow from them, must be
reckoned not only likings and aversions, but also purposes. It is only
when our purposes have become independent of the feelings of pain or
pleasure from which they originally took their rise, that we are said to
have a confirmed character. “A character,” says Novalis, “is a completely
fashioned will:” and the will, once so fashioned, may be steady and con-
stant, when the passive susceptibilities of pleasure and pain are greatly
weakened or materially changed.

With the corrections and explanations now given, the doctrine of the
causation of our volitions by motives, and of motives by the desirable ob-
jects offered to us, combined with our particular susceptibilities of desire,
may be considered, I hope, as sufficiently established for the purposes of
this treatise.*

* Some arguments and explanations, supplementary to those in the text, will be found in
An Examination of Sir William Hamilton’s Philosophy, chap. xxvi.

CHAPTER I1I.
THAT THERE IS, OR MAY BE, A SCIENCE OF HUMAN NATURE.
§ 1. IT is a common notion, or at least it is implied in many (' m%

be sciences

common modes of speech, that the thoughts, feelings, and ac- Whichare
tions of sentient beings are not a subject of science, in the same sciences
strict sense in which this is true of the objects of outward nature. This no-
tion seems to involve some confusion of ideas, which it is necessary to
begin by clearing up.

Any facts are fitted, in themselves, to be a subject of science which
follow one another according to constant laws, although those laws may
not have been discovered, nor even be discoverable by our existing re-

sources. Take, for instance, the most familiar class of meteorological
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