
w
ho

le
 it

 is
 n

ot
 p

rio
r e

ve
n 

in
 ti

m
e.

 M
in

d 
is 

no
t a

t o
ne

 ti
m

e 
kn

ow
in

g 
an

d 
at

 a
n-

ot
he

r n
ot

. W
he

n 
m

in
d 

is 
se

t f
re

e 
fro

m
 it

s p
re

se
nt

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 it

 a
pp

ea
rs

 a
s j

us
t

w
ha

t i
t i

s 
an

d 
no

th
in

g 
m

or
e:

 th
is

 a
lo

ne
 is

 im
m

or
ta

l a
nd

 e
te

rn
al

 (w
e 

do
 n

ot
,

ho
w

ev
er

, r
em

em
be

r i
ts

 fo
rm

er
 a

ct
iv

ity
 b

ec
au

se
, w

hi
le

 m
in

d 
in

 th
is

 s
en

se
 is

im
pa

ss
ib

le
, m

in
d 

as
 p

as
siv

e 
is 

de
str

uc
tib

le
), 

an
d 

w
ith

ou
t i

t n
ot

hi
ng

 th
in

ks
.
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2a 9
Le

t u
s n

ow
 su

m
m

ar
iz

e 
ou

r r
es

ul
ts 

ab
ou

t s
ou

l, 
an

d 
re

pe
at

 th
at

 th
e 

so
ul

 is
 in

a 
w

ay
 a

ll 
ex

ist
in

g 
th

in
gs

; f
or

 e
xi

sti
ng

 th
in

gs
 a

re
 e

ith
er

 se
ns

ib
le

 o
r t

hi
nk

ab
le

,
an

d 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

is
 in

 a
 w

ay
 w

ha
t i

s k
no

w
ab

le
, a

nd
 se

ns
at

io
n 

is 
in

 a
 w

ay
 w

ha
t

is 
se

ns
ib

le
: i

n 
w

ha
t w

ay
 w

e 
m

us
t i

nq
ui

re
.

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

se
ns

at
io

n 
ar

e 
di

vi
de

d 
to

 c
or

re
sp

on
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

re
al

iti
es

, p
o-

te
nt

ia
l 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
se

ns
at

io
n 

an
sw

er
in

g 
to

 p
ot

en
tia

lit
ie

s,
 a

ct
ua

l 
kn

ow
l-

ed
ge

 a
nd

 se
ns

at
io

n 
to

 a
ct

ua
lit

ie
s. 

W
ith

in
 th

e 
so

ul
 th

e 
fa

cu
lti

es
 o

f k
no

w
le

dg
e

an
d 

se
ns

at
io

n 
ar

e 
po

te
nt

ia
lly

 th
es

e 
ob

je
ct

s,
 th

e 
on

e 
w

ha
t 

is
 k

no
w

ab
le

, t
he

ot
he

r 
w

ha
t i

s 
se

ns
ib

le
. T

he
y 

m
us

t b
e 

ei
th

er
 th

e 
th

in
gs

 th
em

se
lv

es
 o

r 
th

ei
r

fo
rm

s.
 T

he
 fo

rm
er

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

is
 o

f 
co

ur
se

 im
po

ss
ib

le
: 

it 
is

 n
ot

 th
e 

sto
ne

w
hi

ch
 is

 p
re

se
nt

 in
 th

e 
so

ul
 b

ut
 it

s f
or

m
.

It 
fo

llo
w

s t
ha

t t
he

 so
ul

 is
 a

na
lo

go
us

 to
 th

e 
ha

nd
; f

or
 a

s t
he

 h
an

d 
is 

a 
to

ol
 o

f
to

ol
s, 

so
 th

e 
m

in
d 

is 
th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f f
or

m
s a

nd
 se

ns
e 

th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f s

en
sib

le
 th

in
gs

.
Si

nc
e 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 c
om

m
on

 a
gr

ee
m

en
t t

he
re

 is
 n

ot
hi

ng
 o

ut
sid

e 
an

d 
se

pa
-

ra
te

 in
 e

xi
ste

nc
e 

fro
m

 se
ns

ib
le

 sp
at

ia
l m

ag
ni

tu
de

s, 
th

e 
ob

je
ct

s o
f t

ho
ug

ht
 a

re
in

 th
e 

se
ns

ib
le

 fo
rm

s, 
vi

z.
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

ab
str

ac
t o

bj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
sta

te
s 

an
d 

af
-

fe
ct

io
ns

 o
f 

se
ns

ib
le

 th
in

gs
. H

en
ce

 (1
) 

no
 o

ne
 c

an
 le

ar
n 

or
 u

nd
er

sta
nd

 a
ny

-
th

in
g 

in
 th

e 
ab

se
nc

e 
of

 s
en

se
, a

nd
 (2

) 
w

he
n 

th
e 

m
in

d 
is

 a
ct

iv
el

y 
aw

ar
e 

of
an

yt
hi

ng
 it

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ril

y 
aw

ar
e 

of
 it

 a
lo

ng
 w

ith
 a

n 
im

ag
e;

 fo
r i

m
ag

es
 a

re
 li

ke
se

ns
uo

us
 c

on
te

nt
s e

xc
ep

t i
n 

th
at

 th
ey

 c
on

ta
in

 n
o 

m
at

te
r.

… …

Se
le

ct
io

ns
 fr

om
 A

ris
to

tle
’s 

D
e 

An
im

a 
(O

n 
th

e 
So

ul
)

(J
. A

. S
m

ith
, t

ra
ns

la
to

r)

Bo
ok

 II
, c

h.
 1

Le
t t

he
 fo

re
go

in
g 

su
ffi

ce
 a

s 
ou

r a
cc

ou
nt

 o
f t

he
 v

ie
w

s 
co

nc
er

ni
ng

 th
e 

so
ul

w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

be
en

 h
an

de
d 

on
 b

y 
ou

r 
pr

ed
ec

es
so

rs
; l

et
 u

s 
no

w
 d

ism
iss

 th
em

an
d 

m
ak

e 
as

 it
 w

er
e 

a 
co

m
pl

et
el

y 
fre

sh
 st

ar
t, 

en
de

av
ou

rin
g 

to
 g

iv
e 

a 
pr

ec
ise

an
sw

er
 to

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
n,

 W
ha

t i
s 

so
ul

? 
i.e

. t
o 

fo
rm

ul
at

e 
th

e 
m

os
t g

en
er

al
 p

os
-

sib
le

 d
efi

ni
tio

n 
of

 it
.

W
e 

ar
e 

in
 th

e 
ha

bi
t o

f 
re

co
gn

iz
in

g,
 a

s 
on

e 
de

te
rm

in
at

e 
ki

nd
 o

f 
w

ha
t i

s,
su

bs
ta

nc
e,

 a
nd

 th
at

 in
 se

ve
ra

l s
en

se
s, 

(a
) i

n 
th

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 m

at
te

r o
r t

ha
t w

hi
ch

in
 it

se
lf 

is
 n

ot
 ‘a

 th
is’

, a
nd

 (b
) i

n 
th

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 fo

rm
 o

r e
ss

en
ce

, w
hi

ch
 is

 th
at

pr
ec

ise
ly

 in
 v

irt
ue

 o
f 

w
hi

ch
 a

 th
in

g 
is

 c
al

le
d 

‘a
 th

is’
, a

nd
 th

ird
ly

 (c
) 

in
 th

e
se

ns
e 

of
 th

at
 w

hi
ch

 is
 c

om
po

un
de

d 
of

 b
ot

h 
(a

) a
nd

 (b
). 

N
ow

 m
at

te
r i

s p
ot

en
-

tia
lit

y,
 fo

rm
 a

ct
ua

lit
y;

 o
f t

he
 la

tte
r t

he
re

 a
re

 tw
o 

gr
ad

es
 re

la
te

d 
to

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

as
 e

.g
. k

no
w

le
dg

e 
to

 th
e 

ex
er

ci
se

 o
f k

no
w

le
dg

e.
A

m
on

g 
su

bs
ta

nc
es

 a
re

 b
y 

ge
ne

ra
l c

on
se

nt
 re

ck
on

ed
 b

od
ie

s 
an

d 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

na
tu

ra
l b

od
ie

s; 
fo

r t
he

y 
ar

e 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
f a

ll 
ot

he
r b

od
ie

s. 
O

f n
at

ur
al

 b
od

-
ie

s 
so

m
e 

ha
ve

 li
fe

 in
 th

em
, o

th
er

s 
no

t; 
by

 li
fe

 w
e 

m
ea

n 
se

lf-
nu

tri
tio

n 
an

d
gr

ow
th

 (w
ith

 it
s 

co
rre

la
tiv

e 
de

ca
y)

. I
t f

ol
lo

w
s 

th
at

 e
ve

ry
 n

at
ur

al
 b

od
y 

w
hi

ch
ha

s l
ife

 in
 it

 is
 a

 su
bs

ta
nc

e 
in

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 a
 c

om
po

sit
e.

Bu
t s

in
ce

 it
 is

 a
lso

 a
 b

od
y 

of
 s

uc
h 

an
d 

su
ch

 a
 k

in
d,

 v
iz

. h
av

in
g 

lif
e,

 th
e

bo
dy

 c
an

no
t b

e 
so

ul
; t

he
 b

od
y 

is
 th

e 
su

bj
ec

t o
r m

at
te

r, 
no

t w
ha

t i
s 

at
tri

bu
te

d
to

 it
. H

en
ce

 th
e 

so
ul

 m
us

t b
e 

a 
su

bs
ta

nc
e 

in
 th

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f a
 n

at
ur

al
bo

dy
 h

av
in

g 
lif

e 
po

te
nt

ia
lly

 w
ith

in
 it

. B
ut

 s
ub

sta
nc

e 
is

 a
ct

ua
lit

y,
 a

nd
 th

us
so

ul
 is

 th
e 

ac
tu

al
ity

 o
f a

 b
od

y 
as

 a
bo

ve
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

iz
ed

. N
ow

 th
e 

w
or

d 
ac

tu
al

-
ity

 h
as

 tw
o 

se
ns

es
 c

or
re

sp
on

di
ng

 re
sp

ec
tiv

el
y 

to
 th

e 
po

ss
es

sio
n 

of
 k

no
w

l-
ed

ge
 a

nd
 th

e 
ac

tu
al

 e
xe

rc
ise

 o
f k

no
w

le
dg

e.
 It

 is
 o

bv
io

us
 th

at
 th

e 
so

ul
 is

 a
ct

u-
al

ity
 in

 th
e 

fir
st

 se
ns

e,
 v

iz
. t

ha
t o

f k
no

w
le

dg
e 

as
 p

os
se

ss
ed

, f
or

 b
ot

h 
sle

ep
in

g
an

d 
w

ak
in

g 
pr

es
up

po
se

 th
e 

ex
ist

en
ce

 o
f 

so
ul

, a
nd

 o
f 

th
es

e 
w

ak
in

g 
co

rre
-

sp
on

ds
 to

 a
ct

ua
l 

kn
ow

in
g,

 s
le

ep
in

g 
to

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

po
ss

es
se

d 
bu

t 
no

t 
em

-
pl

oy
ed

, a
nd

, i
n 

th
e 

hi
sto

ry
 o

f t
he

 in
di

vi
du

al
, k

no
w

le
dg

e 
co

m
es

 b
ef

or
e 

its
 e

m
-

pl
oy

m
en

t o
r e

xe
rc

ise
.

Th
at

 is
 w

hy
 th

e 
so

ul
 is

 th
e 

fir
st 

gr
ad

e 
of

 a
ct

ua
lit

y 
of

 a
 n

at
ur

al
 b

od
y 

ha
vi

ng
lif

e 
po

te
nt

ia
lly

 in
 it

. T
he

 b
od

y 
so

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 is

 a
 b

od
y 

w
hi

ch
 is

 o
rg

an
iz

ed
.

Th
e 

pa
rts

 o
f p

la
nt

s 
in

 sp
ite

 o
f t

he
ir 

ex
tre

m
e 

sim
pl

ic
ity

 a
re

 ‘o
rg

an
s’

; e
.g

. t
he

le
af

 se
rv

es
 to

 sh
el

te
r t

he
 p

er
ic

ar
p,

 th
e 

pe
ric

ar
p 

to
 sh

el
te

r t
he

 fr
ui

t, 
w

hi
le

 th
e

ro
ot

s 
of

 p
la

nt
s 

ar
e 

an
al

og
ou

s 
to

 th
e 

m
ou

th
 o

f 
an

im
al

s,
 b

ot
h 

se
rv

in
g 

fo
r 

th
e

ab
so

rp
tio

n 
of

 fo
od

. I
f, 

th
en

, w
e 

ha
ve

 to
 g

iv
e 

a 
ge

ne
ra

l f
or

m
ul

a 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 to
al

l k
in

ds
 o

f s
ou

l, 
w

e 
m

us
t d

es
cr

ib
e 

it 
as

 th
e 

fir
st

 g
ra

de
 o

f a
ct

ua
lit

y 
of

 a
 n

at
u-

ra
l o

rg
an

iz
ed

 b
od

y.
 T

ha
t i

s 
w

hy
 w

e 
ca

n 
w

ho
lly

 d
ism

iss
 a

s 
un

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
th

e
qu

es
tio

n 
w

he
th

er
 th

e 
so

ul
 a

nd
 th

e 
bo

dy
 a

re
 o

ne
: i

t i
s a

s m
ea

ni
ng

le
ss

 a
s t

o 
as

k
w

he
th

er
 th

e 
w

ax
 a

nd
 th

e 
sh

ap
e 

gi
ve

n 
to

 it
 b

y 
th

e 
sta

m
p 

ar
e 

on
e,

 o
r g

en
er

al
ly

…



M
ind m

ust be related to w
hat is thinkable, as sense is to w

hat is sensible.

429 a29- b5
O

bservation of the sense-organs and their em
ploym

ent reveals a distinc-
tion betw

een the im
passibility of the sensitive and that of the intellective fac-

ulty. A
fter strong stim

ulation of a sense w
e are less able to exercise it than

before, as e.g. in the case of a loud sound w
e cannot hear easily im

m
ediately

after, or in the case of a bright colour or a pow
erful odour w

e cannot see or
sm

ell, but in the case of m
ind thought about an object that is highly intelligi-

ble renders it m
ore and not less able afterw

ards to think objects that are less
intelligible: the reason is that w

hile the faculty of sensation is dependent
upon the body, m

ind is separable from
 it.

429 b30-430 a9
(1) H

ave not w
e already disposed of the difficulty about interaction in-

volving a com
m

on elem
ent, w

hen w
e said that m

ind is in a sense potentially
w

hatever is thinkable, though actually it is nothing until it has thought?
W

hat it thinks m
ust be in it just as characters m

ay be said to be on a w
riting

tablet on w
hich as yet nothing actually stands w

ritten: this is exactly w
hat

happens w
ith m

ind.
(2) M

ind is itself thinkable in exactly the sam
e w

ay as its objects are. For
(a) in the case of objects w

hich involve no m
atter, w

hat thinks and w
hat is

thought are identical; for speculative know
ledge and its object are identical.

(W
hy m

ind is not alw
ays thinking w

e m
ust consider later.) (b) In the case of

those w
hich contain m

atter each of the objects of thought is only potentially
present. It follow

s that w
hile they w

ill not have m
ind in them

 (for m
ind is a

potentiality of them
 only in so far as they are capable of being disengaged

from
 m

atter) m
ind m

ay yet be thinkable.

Book III, ch. 5
Since in every class of things, as in nature as a w

hole, w
e find tw

o factors
involved, (1) a m

atter w
hich is potentially all the particulars included in the

class, (2) a cause w
hich is productive in the sense that it m

akes them
 all (the

latter standing to the form
er, as e.g. an art to its m

aterial), these distinct ele-
m

ents m
ust likew

ise be found w
ithin the soul.

A
nd in fact m

ind as w
e have described it is w

hat it is w
hat it is by virtue

of becom
ing all things, w

hile there is another w
hich is w

hat it is by virtue of
m

aking all things: this is a sort of positive state like light; for in a sense light
m

akes potential colours into actual colours.
M

ind in this sense of it is separable, im
passible, unm

ixed, since it is in its
essential nature activity (for alw

ays the active is superior to the passive fac-
tor, the originating force to the m

atter w
hich it form

s).
A

ctual know
ledge is identical w

ith its object: in the individual, potential
know

ledge is in tim
e prior to actual know

ledge, but in the universe as a

………

the m
atter of a thing and that of w

hich it is the m
atter. U

nity has m
any

senses (as m
any as ‘is’ has), but the m

ost proper and fundam
ental sense of

both is the relation of an actuality to that of w
hich it is the actuality.

W
e have now

 given an answ
er to the question, w

hat is soul?—
an answ

er
w

hich applies to it in its full extent. It is substance in the sense w
hich corre-

sponds to the definitive form
ula of a thing’s essence. That m

eans that it is
‘the essential w

hatness’ of a body of the character just assigned. Suppose
that w

hat is literally an ‘organ’, like an axe, w
ere a natural body, its ‘essen-

tial w
hatness’, w

ould have been its essence, and so its soul; if this disap-
peared from

 it, it w
ould have ceased to be an axe, except in nam

e. A
s it is, it

is just an axe; it w
ants the character w

hich is required to m
ake its w

hatness
or form

ulable essence a soul; for that, it w
ould have had to be a natural body

of a particular kind, viz. one having in itself the pow
er of setting itself in

m
ovem

ent and arresting itself. N
ext, apply this doctrine in the case of the

‘parts’ of the living body. Suppose that the eye w
ere an anim

al—
sight w

ould
have been its soul, for sight is the substance or essence of the eye w

hich cor-
responds to the form

ula, the eye being m
erely the m

atter of seeing; w
hen

seeing is rem
oved the eye is no longer an eye, except in nam

e—
it is no m

ore
a real eye than the eye of a statue or of a painted figure. W

e m
ust now

 extend
our consideration from

 the ‘parts’ to the w
hole living body; for w

hat the de-
partm

ental sense is to the bodily part w
hich is its organ, that the w

hole fac-
ulty of sense is to the w

hole sensitive body as such.
W

e m
ust not understand by that w

hich is ‘potentially capable of living’
w

hat has lost the soul it had, but only w
hat still retains it; but seeds and fruits

are bodies w
hich possess the qualification. Consequently, w

hile w
aking is

actuality in a sense corresponding to the cutting and the seeing, the soul is
actuality in the sense corresponding to the pow

er of sight and the pow
er in

the tool; the body corresponds to w
hat exists in potentiality; as the pupil plus

the pow
er of sight constitutes the eye, so the soul plus the body constitutes

the anim
al.

From
 this it indubitably follow

s that the soul is inseparable from
 its body,

or at any rate that certain parts of it are (if it has parts)—
for the actuality of

som
e of them

 is nothing but the actualities of their bodily parts. Yet som
e

m
ay be separable because they are not the actualities of any body at all. Fur-

ther, w
e have no light on the problem

 w
hether the soul m

ay not be the actu-
ality of its body in the sense in w

hich the sailor is the actuality of the ship.
This m

ust suffice as our sketch or outline determ
ination of the nature of

soul.
Book II, ch. 2

413 a21-414 a4
W

e resum
e our inquiry from

 a fresh starting-point by calling attention to
the fact that w

hat has soul in it differs from
 w

hat has not, in that the form
er

…



ow
in

g 
to

 it
s f

ria
bi

lit
y 

it 
em

its
 n

o 
so

un
d,

 b
ei

ng
 d

iss
ip

at
ed

 b
y 

im
pi

ng
in

g 
up

on
an

y 
su

rfa
ce

 w
hi

ch
 is

 n
ot

 sm
oo

th
. W

he
n 

th
e 

su
rfa

ce
 o

n 
w

hi
ch

 it
 im

pi
ng

es
 is

qu
ite

 sm
oo

th
, w

ha
t i

s p
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 im
pa

ct
 is

 a
 u

ni
te

d 
m

as
s, 

a 
re

-
su

lt 
du

e 
to

 th
e 

sm
oo

th
ne

ss
 o

f t
he

 su
rfa

ce
 w

ith
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

ai
r i

s 
in

 c
on

ta
ct

 a
t

th
e 

ot
he

r e
nd

.
W

ha
t h

as
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f p

ro
du

ci
ng

 so
un

d 
is

 w
ha

t h
as

 th
e 

po
w

er
 o

f s
et

tin
g

in
 m

ov
em

en
t a

 s
in

gl
e 

m
as

s 
of

 a
ir 

w
hi

ch
 is

 c
on

tin
uo

us
 fr

om
 th

e 
im

pi
ng

in
g

bo
dy

 u
p 

to
 th

e 
or

ga
n 

of
 h

ea
rin

g.
 T

he
 o

rg
an

 o
f 

he
ar

in
g 

is
 p

hy
sic

al
ly

 u
ni

te
d

w
ith

 a
ir,

 a
nd

 b
ec

au
se

 it
 is

 in
 a

ir,
 th

e 
ai

r i
ns

id
e 

is 
m

ov
ed

 c
on

cu
rre

nt
ly

 w
ith

 th
e

ai
r o

ut
sid

e.
…

 It
 is

 a
lso

 a
 te

st 
of

 d
ea

fn
es

s w
he

th
er

 th
e 

ea
r d

oe
s o

r d
oe

s n
ot

 re
-

ve
rb

er
at

e 
lik

e 
a 

ho
rn

; t
he

 a
ir

 in
sid

e 
th

e 
ea

r 
ha

s 
al

w
ay

s 
a 

m
ov

em
en

t o
f 

its
ow

n,
 b

ut
 th

e 
so

un
d 

w
e 

he
ar

 is
 a

lw
ay

s t
he

 so
un

di
ng

 o
f s

om
et

hi
ng

 e
lse

, n
ot

 o
f

th
e 

or
ga

n 
its

el
f.…

W
hi

ch
 is

 it
 th

at
 ‘s

ou
nd

s’
, t

he
 st

rik
in

g 
bo

dy
 o

r t
he

 st
ru

ck
? 

Is
 n

ot
 th

e 
an

sw
er

‘it
 is

 b
ot

h,
 b

ut
 e

ac
h 

in
 a

 d
iff

er
en

t w
ay

’?
 S

ou
nd

 is
 a

 m
ov

em
en

t o
f w

ha
t c

an
re

bo
un

d 
fro

m
 a

 sm
oo

th
 su

rfa
ce

 w
he

n 
str

uc
k 

ag
ai

ns
t i

t.…

Bo
ok
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, c

h.
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2
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Th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

re
su

lts
 a

pp
ly

in
g 

to
 a

ny
 a

nd
 e

ve
ry

 se
ns

e 
m

ay
 n

ow
 b

e 
fo

rm
u-

la
te

d.
 (A

) B
y 

a 
‘s

en
se

’ i
s 

m
ea

nt
 w

ha
t h

as
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 in
to

 it
se

lf
th

e 
se

ns
ib

le
 fo

rm
s o

f t
hi

ng
s w

ith
ou

t t
he

 m
at

te
r. 

Th
is 

m
us

t b
e 

co
nc

ei
ve

d 
of

 a
s

ta
ki

ng
 p

la
ce

 in
 th

e 
w

ay
 in

 w
hi

ch
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f 
w

ax
 ta

ke
s 

on
 th

e 
im

pr
es

s 
of

 a
sig

ne
t-r

in
g 

w
ith

ou
t t

he
 ir

on
 o

r g
ol

d;
 w

e 
sa

y 
th

at
 w

ha
t p

ro
du

ce
s 

th
e 

im
pr

es
-

sio
n 

is
 a

 s
ig

ne
t 

of
 b

ro
nz

e 
or

 g
ol

d,
 b

ut
 it

s 
pa

rti
cu

la
r 

m
et

al
lic

 c
on

sti
tu

tio
n

m
ak

es
 n

o 
di

ffe
re

nc
e:

 in
 a

 s
im

ila
r 

w
ay

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
is

 a
ffe

ct
ed

 b
y 

w
ha

t 
is

co
lo

ur
ed

 o
r fl

av
ou

re
d 

or
 so

un
di

ng
, b

ut
 it

 is
 in

di
ffe

re
nt

 w
ha

t i
n 

ea
ch

 c
as

e 
th

e
su

bs
ta

nc
e 

is;
 w

ha
t a

lo
ne

 m
at

te
rs

 is
 w

ha
t q

ua
lit

y 
it 

ha
s,

 i.
e.

 in
 w

ha
t r

at
io

 it
s

co
ns

tit
ue

nt
s a

re
 c

om
bi

ne
d.

(B
) B

y 
‘a

n 
or

ga
n 

of
 se

ns
e’

 is
 m

ea
nt

 th
at

 in
 w

hi
ch

 u
lti

m
at

el
y 

su
ch

 a
 p

ow
er

is 
se

at
ed

.

Bo
ok

 II
I, 

ch
. 4

42
9a 1

0-
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Tu
rn

in
g 

no
w

 to
 th

e 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

so
ul

 w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
so

ul
 k

no
w

s 
an

d 
th

in
ks

(w
he

th
er

 th
is

 is
 s

ep
ar

ab
le

 fr
om

 th
e 

ot
he

rs
 in

 d
efi

ni
tio

n 
on

ly
, o

r 
sp

at
ia

lly
 a

s
w

el
l) 

w
e 

ha
ve

 to
 in

qu
ire

 (1
) w

ha
t d

iff
er

en
tia

te
s 

th
is

 p
ar

t, 
an

d 
(2

) h
ow

 th
in

k-
in

g 
ca

n 
ta

ke
 p

la
ce

.
If

 th
in

ki
ng

 is
 li

ke
 p

er
ce

iv
in

g,
 it

 m
us

t b
e 

ei
th

er
 a

 p
ro

ce
ss

 in
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

so
ul

is
 a

ct
ed

 u
po

n 
by

 w
ha

t 
is

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f 

be
in

g 
th

ou
gh

t, 
or

 a
 p

ro
ce

ss
 d

iff
er

en
t

fro
m

 b
ut

 a
na

lo
go

us
 to

 th
at

. T
he

 th
in

ki
ng

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 so

ul
 m

us
t t

he
re

fo
re

 b
e,

w
hi

le
 im

pa
ss

ib
le

, c
ap

ab
le

 o
f r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f a

n 
ob

je
ct

; t
ha

t i
s, 

m
us

t b
e

po
te

nt
ia

lly
 id

en
tic

al
 in

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 w

ith
 it

s 
ob

je
ct

 w
ith

ou
t 

be
in

g 
th

e 
ob

je
ct

.

… …

di
sp

la
ys

 li
fe

. N
ow

 th
is

 w
or

d 
ha

s m
or

e 
th

an
 o

ne
 se

ns
e,

 a
nd

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
an

y 
on

e
al

on
e 

of
 th

es
e 

is
 fo

un
d 

in
 a

 th
in

g 
w

e 
sa

y 
th

at
 th

in
g 

is
 li

vi
ng

. L
iv

in
g,

 th
at

 is
,

m
ay

 m
ea

n 
th

in
ki

ng
 o

r p
er

ce
pt

io
n 

or
 lo

ca
l m

ov
em

en
t a

nd
 re

st,
 o

r m
ov

em
en

t
in

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 n
ut

rit
io

n,
 d

ec
ay

 a
nd

 g
ro

w
th

. H
en

ce
 w

e 
th

in
k 

of
 p

la
nt

s a
lso

 a
s

liv
in

g,
 fo

r 
th

ey
 a

re
 o

bs
er

ve
d 

to
 p

os
se

ss
 in

 th
em

se
lv

es
 a

n 
or

ig
in

at
iv

e 
po

w
er

th
ro

ug
h 

w
hi

ch
 th

ey
 in

cr
ea

se
 o

r d
ec

re
as

e 
in

 a
ll 

sp
at

ia
l d

ire
ct

io
ns

; t
he

y 
gr

ow
up

 a
nd

 d
ow

n,
 a

nd
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
th

at
 g

ro
w

s 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

its
 b

ul
k 

al
ik

e 
in

 b
ot

h 
di

-
re

ct
io

ns
 o

r i
nd

ee
d 

in
 a

ll,
 a

nd
 c

on
tin

ue
s t

o 
liv

e 
so

 lo
ng

 a
s i

t c
an

 a
bs

or
b 

nu
tri

-
m

en
t.

Th
is

 p
ow

er
 o

f 
se

lf-
nu

tri
tio

n 
ca

n 
be

 is
ol

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
po

w
er

s 
m

en
-

tio
ne

d,
 b

ut
 n

ot
 th

ey
 fr

om
 it

—
in

 m
or

ta
l b

ei
ng

s a
t l

ea
st.

 T
he

 fa
ct

 is
 o

bv
io

us
 in

pl
an

ts;
 fo

r i
t i

s t
he

 o
nl

y 
ps

yc
hi

c 
po

w
er

 th
ey

 p
os

se
ss

.
Th

is
 is

 th
e 

or
ig

in
at

iv
e 

po
w

er
 th

e 
po

ss
es

sio
n 

of
 w

hi
ch

 le
ad

s 
us

 to
 sp

ea
k 

of
th

in
gs

 a
s 

liv
in

g 
at

 a
ll,

 b
ut

 it
 is

 th
e 

po
ss

es
sio

n 
of

 s
en

sa
tio

n 
th

at
 le

ad
s 

us
 fo

r
th

e 
fir

st
 ti

m
e 

to
 s

pe
ak

 o
f 

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

 a
s 

an
im

al
s;

 fo
r 

ev
en

 th
os

e 
be

in
gs

w
hi

ch
 p

os
se

ss
 n

o 
po

w
er

 o
f l

oc
al

 m
ov

em
en

t b
ut

 d
o 

po
ss

es
s t

he
 p

ow
er

 o
f s

en
-

sa
tio

n 
w

e 
ca

ll 
an

im
al

s a
nd

 n
ot

 m
er

el
y 

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

.
Th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
fo

rm
 o

f s
en

se
 is

 to
uc

h,
 w

hi
ch

 b
el

on
gs

 to
 a

ll 
an

im
al

s. 
ju

st
 a

s
th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f s

el
f-n

ut
rit

io
n 

ca
n 

be
 is

ol
at

ed
 fr

om
 to

uc
h 

an
d 

se
ns

at
io

n 
ge

ne
r-

al
ly

, s
o 

to
uc

h 
ca

n 
be

 is
ol

at
ed

 fr
om

 a
ll 

ot
he

r f
or

m
s o

f s
en

se
. (

By
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f

se
lf-

nu
tri

tio
n 

w
e 

m
ea

n 
th

at
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

ta
l p

ow
er

 o
f t

he
 so

ul
 w

hi
ch

 is
 c

om
m

on
to

 p
la

nt
s a

nd
 a

ni
m

al
s:

 a
ll 

an
im

al
s w

ha
tso

ev
er

 a
re

 o
bs

er
ve

d 
to

 h
av

e 
th

e 
se

ns
e

of
 to

uc
h.

) W
ha

t t
he

 e
xp

la
na

tio
n 

of
 th

es
e 

tw
o 

fa
ct

s 
is,

 w
e 

m
us

t d
isc

us
s 

la
te

r.
A

t 
pr

es
en

t 
w

e 
m

us
t 

co
nfi

ne
 o

ur
se

lv
es

 to
 s

ay
in

g 
th

at
 s

ou
l 

is
 th

e 
so

ur
ce

 o
f

th
es

e 
ph

en
om

en
a 

an
d 

is
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

iz
ed

 b
y 

th
em

, 
vi

z.
 b

y 
th

e 
po

w
er

s 
of

se
lf-

nu
tri

tio
n,

 se
ns

at
io

n,
 th

in
ki

ng
, a

nd
 m

ot
iv

ity
.

Is
 e

ac
h 

of
 th

es
e 

a 
so

ul
 o

r 
a 

pa
rt 

of
 a

 s
ou

l?
 A

nd
 if

 a
 p

ar
t, 

a 
pa

rt 
in

 w
ha

t
se

ns
e?

 A
 p

ar
t m

er
el

y 
di

sti
ng

ui
sh

ab
le

 b
y 

de
fin

iti
on

 o
r a

 p
ar

t d
ist

in
ct

 in
 lo

ca
l

sit
ua

tio
n 

as
 w

el
l?

 In
 th

e 
ca

se
 o

f c
er

ta
in

 o
f t

he
se

 p
ow

er
s, 

th
e 

an
sw

er
s t

o 
th

es
e

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
re

 e
as

y,
 in

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f o

th
er

s w
e 

ar
e 

pu
zz

le
d 

w
ha

t t
o 

sa
y.

 Ju
st 

as
 in

th
e 

ca
se

 o
f 

pl
an

ts
 w

hi
ch

 w
he

n 
di

vi
de

d 
ar

e 
ob

se
rv

ed
 to

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 li

ve
th

ou
gh

 re
m

ov
ed

 to
 a

 d
ist

an
ce

 fr
om

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

 (t
hu

s 
sh

ow
in

g 
th

at
 in

 th
ei

r
ca

se
 th

e 
so

ul
 o

f e
ac

h 
in

di
vi

du
al

 p
la

nt
 b

ef
or

e 
di

vi
sio

n 
w

as
 a

ct
ua

lly
 o

ne
, p

o-
te

nt
ia

lly
 m

an
y)

, s
o 

w
e 

no
tic

e 
a 

sim
ila

r r
es

ul
t i

n 
ot

he
r v

ar
ie

tie
s o

f s
ou

l, 
i.e

. i
n

in
se

ct
s w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
be

en
 c

ut
 in

 tw
o;

 e
ac

h 
of

 th
e 

se
gm

en
ts 

po
ss

es
se

s b
ot

h 
se

n-
sa

tio
n 

an
d 

lo
ca

l 
m

ov
em

en
t; 

an
d 

if
 s

en
sa

tio
n,

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

al
so

 im
ag

in
at

io
n

an
d 

ap
pe

tit
io

n;
 fo

r, 
w

he
re

 th
er

e 
is

 se
ns

at
io

n,
 th

er
e 

is
 a

lso
 p

le
as

ur
e 

an
d 

pa
in

,
an

d,
 w

he
re

 th
es

e,
 n

ec
es

sa
ril

y 
al

so
 d

es
ire

.
W

e 
ha

ve
 n

o 
ev

id
en

ce
 a

s 
ye

t a
bo

ut
 m

in
d 

or
 th

e 
po

w
er

 to
 th

in
k;

 it
 se

em
s 

to
be

 a
 w

id
el

y 
di

ffe
re

nt
 k

in
d 

of
 s

ou
l, 

di
ffe

rin
g 

as
 w

ha
t i

s 
et

er
na

l f
ro

m
 w

ha
t i

s
pe

ris
ha

bl
e;

 it
 a

lo
ne

 is
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f e
xi

ste
nc

e 
in

 is
ol

at
io

n 
fro

m
 a

ll 
ot

he
r p

sy
ch

ic
po

w
er

s. 
A

ll 
th

e 
ot

he
r p

ar
ts 

of
 so

ul
, i

t i
s e

vi
de

nt
 fr

om
 w

ha
t w

e 
ha

ve
 sa

id
, a

re
,

in
 sp

ite
 o

f c
er

ta
in

 st
at

em
en

ts
 to

 th
e 

co
nt

ra
ry

, i
nc

ap
ab

le
 o

f s
ep

ar
at

e 
ex

ist
en

ce



the ground of its being, and here, in the case of living things, their being is to
live, and of their being and their living the soul in them

 is the cause or
source. Further, the actuality of w

hatever is potential is identical w
ith its for-

m
ulable essence.
It is m

anifest that the soul is also the final cause of its body. For N
ature,

like m
ind, alw

ays does w
hatever it does for the sake of som

ething, w
hich

som
ething is its end. To that som

ething corresponds in the case of anim
als

the soul and in this it follow
s the order of nature; all natural bodies are or-

gans of the soul. This is true of those that enter into the constitution of plants
as w

ell as of those w
hich enter into that of anim

als. This show
s that that the

sake of w
hich they are is soul. W

e m
ust here recall the tw

o senses of ‘that
for the sake of w

hich’, viz. (a) the end to achieve w
hich, and (b) the being in

w
hose interest, anything is or is done.
W

e m
ust m

aintain, further, that the soul is also the cause of the living
body as the original source of local m

ovem
ent. The pow

er of locom
otion is

not found, how
ever, in all living things. But change of quality and change of

quantity are also due to the soul. Sensation is held to be a qualitative alter-
ation, and nothing except w

hat has soul in it is capable of sensation. The
sam

e holds of the quantitative changes w
hich constitute grow

th and decay;
nothing grow

s or decays naturally except w
hat feeds itself, and nothing

feeds itself except w
hat has a share of soul in it.

Book II, ch. 8

419 b5-8
Sound m

ay m
ean either of tw

o things—
(a) actual, and (b) potential,

sound. There are certain things w
hich, as w

e say, ‘have no sound’, e.g.
sponges or w

ool, others w
hich have, e.g. bronze and in general all things

w
hich are sm

ooth and solid—
the latter are said to have a sound because they

can m
ake a sound, i.e. can generate actual sound betw

een them
selves and the

organ of hearing.

419 b13-17
A

s w
e have said, not all bodies can by im

pact on one another produce
sound; im

pact on w
ool m

akes no sound, w
hile the im

pact on bronze or any
body w

hich is sm
ooth and hollow

 does. Bronze gives out a sound w
hen

struck because it is sm
ooth; bodies w

hich are hollow
 ow

ing to reflection re-
peat the original im

pact over and over again, the body originally set in
m

ovem
ent being unable to escape from

 the concavity.419 b34-420 a5, 14-17, 20-22
It is rightly said that an em

pty space plays the chief part in the production
of hearing, for w

hat people m
ean by ‘the vacuum

’ is the air, w
hich is w

hat
causes hearing, w

hen that air is set in m
ovem

ent as one continuous m
ass; but

…………

though, of course, distinguishable by definition. If opining is distinct from
perceiving, to be capable of opining and to be capable of perceiving m

ust be
distinct, and so w

ith all the other form
s of living above enum

erated. Further,
som

e anim
als possess all these parts of soul, som

e certain of them
 only, oth-

ers one only (this is w
hat enables us to classify anim

als); the cause m
ust be

considered later. A
 sim

ilar arrangem
ent is found also w

ithin the field of the
senses; som

e classes of anim
als have all the senses, som

e only certain of
them

, others only one, the m
ost indispensable, touch.

Book II, ch. 3
414 a29-414 b19

O
f the psychic pow

ers above enum
erated som

e kinds of living things, as
w

e have said, possess all, som
e less than all, others one only. Those w

e have
m

entioned are the nutritive, the appetitive, the sensory, the locom
otive, and

the pow
er of thinking. Plants have none but the first, the nutritive, w

hile an-
other order of living things has this plus the sensory. If any order of living
things has the sensory, it m

ust also have the appetitive; for appetite is the
genus of w

hich desire, passion, and w
ish are the species; now

 all anim
als

have one sense at least, viz. touch, and w
hatever has a sense has the capacity

for pleasure and pain and therefore has pleasant and painful objects present
to it, and w

herever these are present, there is desire, for desire is just appeti-
tion of w

hat is pleasant. Further, all anim
als have the sense for food (for

touch is the sense for food); the food of all living things consists of w
hat is

dry, m
oist, hot, cold, and these are the qualities apprehended by touch; all

other sensible qualities are apprehended by touch only indirectly. Sounds,
colours, and odours contribute nothing to nutrim

ent; flavours fall w
ithin the

field of tangible qualities. H
unger and thirst are form

s of desire, hunger a de-
sire for w

hat is dry and hot, thirst a desire for w
hat is cold and m

oist; flavour
is a sort of seasoning added to both. W

e m
ust later clear up these points, but

at present it m
ay be enough to say that all anim

als that possess the sense of
touch have also appetition. The case of im

agination is obscure; w
e m

ust ex-
am

ine it later. Certain kinds of anim
als possess in addition the pow

er of lo-
com

otion, and still another order of anim
ate beings, i.e. m

an and possibly
another order like m

an or superior to him
, the pow

er of thinking, i.e.
m

ind.…

Book II, ch. 4

415 b9-27
The soul is the cause or source of the living body. The term

s cause and
source have m

any senses. But the soul is the cause of its body alike in all
three senses w

hich w
e explicitly recognize. It is (a) the source or origin of

m
ovem

ent, it is (b) the end, it is (c) the essence of the w
hole living body.

That it is the last, is clear; for in everything the essence is identical w
ith

………


