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to the future, do you think that he w
ould care for such honours and glo-

ries, or envy the possessors of them
? W

ould he not say w
ith H

om
er,

‘Better to be the poor servant of a poor m
aster,’

and to endure anything, rather than think as they do and live after their
m

anner?
Yes, he said, I think that he w

ould rather suffer anything than entertain
these false notions and live in this m

iserable m
anner.

Im
agine once m

ore, I said, such an one com
ing suddenly out of the sun

to be replaced in his old situation; w
ould he not be certain to have his

eyes full of darkness?
To be sure, he said.
A

nd if there w
ere a contest, and he had to com

pete in m
easuring the

shadow
s w

ith the prisoners w
ho had never m

oved out of the den, w
hile

his sight w
as still w

eak, and before his eyes had becom
e steady (and the

tim
e w

hich w
ould be needed to acquire this new

 habit of sight m
ight be

very considerable) w
ould he not be ridiculous? M

en w
ould say of him

that up he w
ent and dow

n he cam
e w

ithout his eyes; and that it w
as better

not even to think of ascending; and if any one tried to loose another and
lead him

 up to the light, let them
 only catch the offender, and they w

ould
put him

 to death.
N

o question, he said.
…

Yes, I said; and there is another thing w
hich is likely, or rather a neces-

sary inference from
 w

hat has preceded, that neither the uneducated and
uninform

ed of the truth, nor yet those w
ho never m

ake an end of their ed-
ucation, w

ill be able m
inisters of State; not the form

er, because they have
no single aim

 of duty w
hich is the rule of all their actions, private as w

ell
as public; nor the latter, because they w

ill not act at all except upon com
-

pulsion, fancying that they are already dw
elling apart in the islands of the

blest.
Very true, he replied.
Then, I said, the business of us w

ho are the founders of the State w
ill

be to com
pel the best m

inds to attain that know
ledge w

hich w
e have al-

ready show
n to be the greatest of all—

they m
ust continue to ascend until

they arrive at the good; but w
hen they have ascended and seen enough

w
e m

ust not allow
 them

 to do as they do now.
W

hat do you m
ean?

I m
ean that they rem

ain in the upper w
orld: but this m

ust not be al-
low

ed; they m
ust be m

ade to descend again am
ong the prisoners in the

den, and partake of their labours and honours, w
hether they are w

orth
having or not.

But is not this unjust? he said; ought w
e to give them

 a w
orse life,

w
hen they m

ight have a better?

3

w
ill distress him

, and he w
ill be unable to see the realities of w

hich in his
form

er state he had seen the shadow
s; and then conceive som

e one say-
ing to him

, that w
hat he saw

 before w
as an illusion, but that now, w

hen
he is approaching nearer to being and his eye is turned tow

ards m
ore real

existence, he has a clearer vision,—
w

hat w
ill be his reply? A

nd you m
ay

further im
agine that his instructor is pointing to the objects as they pass

and requiring him
 to nam

e them
,—

w
ill he not be perplexed? W

ill he not
fancy that the shadow

s w
hich he form

erly saw
 are truer than the objects

w
hich are now

 show
n to him

?
Far truer.
A

nd if he is com
pelled to look straight at the light, w

ill he not have a
pain in his eyes w

hich w
ill m

ake him
 turn aw

ay to take and take in the
objects of vision w

hich he can see, and w
hich he w

ill conceive to be in
reality clearer than the things w

hich are now
 being show

n to him
?

True, he now
A

nd suppose once m
ore, that he is reluctantly dragged up a steep and

rugged ascent, and held fast until he is forced into the presence of the sun
him

self, is he not likely to be pained and irritated? W
hen he approaches

the light his eyes w
ill be dazzled, and he w

ill not be able to see anything
at all of w

hat are now
 called realities.

N
ot all in a m

om
ent, he said.

H
e w

ill require to grow
 accustom

ed to the sight of the upper w
orld.

A
nd first he w

ill see the shadow
s best, next the reflections of m

en and
other objects in the w

ater, and then the objects them
selves; then he w

ill
gaze upon the light of the m

oon and the stars and the spangled heaven;
and he w

ill see the sky and the stars by night better than the sun or the
light of the sun by day?

Certainly.
Last of he w

ill be able to see the sun, and not m
ere reflections of him

in the w
ater, but he w

ill see him
 in his ow

n proper place, and not in an-
other; and he w

ill contem
plate him

 as he is.
Certainly.
H

e w
ill then proceed to argue that this is he w

ho gives the season and
the years, and is the guardian of all that is in the visible w

orld, and in a
certain w

ay the cause of all things w
hich he and his fellow

s have been
accustom

ed to behold?
Clearly, he said, he w

ould first see the sun and then reason about him
.

A
nd w

hen he rem
em

bered his old habitation, and the w
isdom

 of the
den and his fellow

-prisoners, do you not suppose that he w
ould felicitate

him
self on the change, and pity them

?
Certainly, he w

ould.
A

nd if they w
ere in the habit of conferring honours am

ong them
selves

on those w
ho w

ere quickest to observe the passing shadow
s and to re-

m
ark w

hich of them
 w

ent before, and w
hich follow

ed after, and w
hich

w
ere together; and w

ho w
ere therefore best able to draw

 conclusions as
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