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4 17 Best Way to Rule

Best way to rule v. methods of ruling
Is it better to be loved, despised, feared, or known by one's subjects?
“Ruling a big country is like cooking a small fish”

3 8 Legalist Idea
Taoist image of water
-Does “full belly” only refer to physical hunger or does it also include other kinds of
hunger, such as desire for freedom?

-With an “empty head”, is it possible to have hunger of any kind other than physical?

6 30 Taoist Warfare
How can anything be accomplished with Taoist ideals? It seems that if one were to truly
practice the ideals of Taoism, then nothing would be accomplished. For instance, how are there any
Taoist literary works? Didn't the authors go against the ideals of Taoism to write things down?

What is insightful? What can be taken away?
Certain aspects of the text can be discarded from a philosophical discussion. Distinguish
between what is essential to the philosophy and what is merely a secondary product of the author's
culture.

8 43 Taking no action...understanding
:”Few in the world can understand teaching without words, and the advantage of taking no
action.”

8 55 Virtuous man compared to infant
Virtuous man
Essence is at its height
Natural harmony is perfect
Enlightened
Restrained ch'i
At his prime in terms of understanding

9 56 “Honored by the world”
8 47 Accomplishment devoid of action
10 63 Series of contraries

EE 9 So still so empty

9 57 Laws and order



