Econ 213

Extra Credit Data Homework: Black and White Wealth in 1870

Due Oct. 24

Use Census data available from the IPUMS to calculate the average personal and real estate wealth of black and white household heads in 1870.  

1.  What are the average levels of real property and personal property owned by whites and blacks?  




Real Property

Personal Property



White

____________
____________



Black

____________
____________

2.  Limit your data set to the South, and 





Real Property

Personal Property



White

____________
____________



Black

____________
____________

3.  Turn in the answers to #1 and #2 on paper, and e-mail your data set to me.

Getting US Census Data from the IPUMS

To do this lab, you will download data from the 1870 census from IPUMS.

1.  Go to the web-site http://www.ipums.org/usa

2.  Click on “Registar as a New User” and register.  Tell them that you are an undergraduate student doing a homework assignment for your economics class.  (IPUMS needs information on who uses this source so that it can ask for further funding.)

3.  Choose “Create a New Extract”.  Enter your e-mail address to log in.  At the “Create New Extract” page choose a "Small" sampe density, and leave the other options at the default.

4.  Continue to the “Sample Selection” page.

Check the box for the census you want (1900 General).  Leave everything else at the default setting.

5.  Continue to the “Variable Selection” page.

Scroll down to see the variables.  Check the box next to each variable you want in your data set.

To limit your sample to male householders, chose the "Case Selection" box for Sex and "Realte". 

Make sure you also include real property, personal property, race and region in your data set. 

6.  Continue to the “Case Selection” page.

Choose head of household and male.

7.  Request the extract, and wait for the e-mail notifying you that your data set is complete.  Leave a couple of hours for this process.

8.  Download the data.

Go back to the homepage at http://www.ipums.org/usa/ and click on “Download or Revise Extracts.”  Enter your e-mail address.  

The next screen will list your extract (called name001).  There are 5 files associated with this extract; you will need the “data” and “codebook” files.  

Click on "Codebook" and print it.

Download the "data" file.

9.  The data you downloaded will have a "dat" extension.  You need to save it as a text file so Excel can read it.  Use Text Editor to open the data file and save it as a text file.

10.  Use Excel to open the text file.  From the File menue choose "Import" and selected the "text file" option.  You will be importing the data using fixed widths.

Using the Codebook you printed, choose the column breaks.  If the variable "Year" is in columns 1–4, then the first 4 digits in each row are year.  Put a break line after the fourth digit.  Continue until you have defined all the columns.

11.  Label the columns, and save your Excel file. 

12.  For the wealth variables, missing values are coded as 999999.  You need to convert these to missing values, or you will get silly results.  Use the "if" command.


=if(b2=999999," ",b2)

13.  Now you are ready to do your calculations.  You can use pivot tables to find average wealth by race, or you can sort by race and find the average.  To limit your data to the South, you may want to sort by region and copy the data from the South to another sheet. 

